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The Commands of Our Lord

“Beware of False Prophets I”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Matt 7:15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.

Matt 7:16 "You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they?

Matt 7:17 "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit.

Matt 7:18 "A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.

Matt 7:19 "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

Matt 7:20 "So then, you will know them by their fruits.

Matt 7:21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.

Matt 7:22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'

Matt 7:23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'”
Jesus warned us of the false prophets and many arose during the Apostolic era and since.  Many are also among us today.  As Jesus said, many of these false prophets may be doing many works in the name of Jesus but it is not enough to just say the name of Jesus.  A person can be a false teacher/prophet/pastor/elder and still use the name of Jesus in a reverent manner.  Peter also warned us of such people:

2Peter 2:1 “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”

I think it would be wonderful if swift destruction was brought down upon such false teachers immediately but God usually does not work that way.  I am afraid that I do not have the patience with such false teachers as does my God.  I praise God for His plan in dealing with such people.  We have seen some false teachers brought down by their “secret” sins but still many of them are teaching gullible people a false Gospel.  The teaching that God wants everyone to be materially rich, physically healthy, and worldly successful is very appealing but it is not the teaching of God.  His children can have such successes but such is not the condition of most of His children.  Examine the lives of the Apostles and use their lives as examples rather than that being taught by many false teachers.  We are not to be one with the world and when we are really living according to the teaching of Jesus we will be hated by the world:

Luke 6:22 “Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and cast insults at you, and spurn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.”

The world loves false teachers but they are out of sync with the true teaching of God: 

Luke 6:26 “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for in the same way their fathers used to treat the false prophets.”

John told us how to deal with all prophets/teachers/elders/preachers:
1John 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”
Since we have had the complete Word of God the testing that we do is with that Word.  Any teaching not consistent with God’s Word is false.  I hope to continue this study next Sunday so please do some Biblical studying on false prophets and false teachings during the week.  It is critical that we do not just accept any teaching but that we test it with the Word of God.  I would encourage you to read some of the most popular teachings that purport to be from God and test them with Scripture to see if they can stand the comparison.  It will be a good lesson to keep a notebook on such comparisons for it will help us to better understand the Truth.

